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Egremont 


EGREMONT in the ward of Allerdale above Derwent, is an ancient market town, five 
miles from Whitehaven, and 302 from London. 


The barony of Egremont was given by Ranulph de Meschines, (who possessed the 
county of Cumberland by the grant of William the Conqueror,) to his brother William; 
this William seated himself at Egremont, and built the castle [Of Egremont-Castle, 
which was built by Willam de Meschines, soon after the Conquest, little at present 
remains, except the gateway, with a plain semicircular arch, having a square tower 
over it: and a piece of wall, in which are two pointed windows of a later date. The 
herring-bone masonry in the lower part of the wall on the outside of the ruins, 
indicates its antiquity. A south-west view of these remains was published by Buck in 
1739, the present state of them will be seen by the annexed view] near the town, of 
which there are still some remains; his only daughter and heir married Robert de 
Romeley, Lord of Skipton, whose daughter and heir Alice married William Fitz- 
Duncan, Earl of Murray, nephew of David King of Scots. Ciceley, one of the three 
coheiresses of Fitz-Duncan and Alice, married William de Gros, Earl of Albemarle, and 
inherited the barony of Skipton; Alice was twice married but had no issue; Amabel 
married Reginald de Lucy, and had two daughters, co-heiresses, married to two 
brothers of the Multon family. In the year 1300 (fn. n3) the barony of Egremont was 
in moieties between Thomas de Multon and Thomas de Lucy, the latter having taken 
the name of Lucy from his maternal grandfather. 


The whole of this barony appears afterwards to have been in the Multons till it 
became divided among the sisters and co-heiresses of John de Multon, the last heir 
male of that family, who died in 1335; one of these married Thomas Lord Lucy, 
grandson of Thomas Multon, who took the name of Lucy as above-mentioned. Henry 
Percy, the first Earl of Northumberland, having married Maud, the only sister and heir 
of Anthony, the last Lord Lucy, who died in 1369, the Earls of Northumberland, by gift 
or purchase, eventually became possessed of the whole barony, and it continued in 
that noble family till Elizabeth, daughter and sole heir of Josceline, the last Earl of 
Northumberland, brought it in the year 1682, to Charles Duke of Somerset, whose 
son Algernon, the succeeding Duke, was in 1749 created Baron Cockermouth and 
Earl of Egremont, with remainder to Sir Charles Wyndham, son of his sister Catherine, 
by Sir William Wyndham, Bart. On the death of Duke Algernon in 1750, Sir Charles 
Wyndham succeeded to these titles and the Egremont estate, and on his death in 
1763, was succeeded in both by George, now Earl of Egremont. 


In the Appendix to Nicolson and Burn's History of Cumberland, is printed a charter of 
Richard de Lucy, in or about the reign of King John, containing rules and orders, with 
the grant of certain privileges to his burgesses of Egremont. It appears that the 
burgesses were bound in time of war to defend Egremont Castle at their own cost 
with twelve armed men, and to clothe and maintain them upon credit during that 
time; to grant an aid for knighting one of the Lord's sons and marrying one of his 
daughters, or for redeeming him or his heirs if taken prisoners. A burgess accused of 
robbing had a right to his trial by thirty-six men three times; but on a fourth 


accusation was to be expelled the borough, and his goods and chattels to be seised 
to the use of the lord: the fines for assaults, &c. are defined: a burgess was not to 
pay the customary fine for fornication with the daughter of a countryman unless he 
had promised her marriage: exemption from toll, and some other privileges, are 
granted to the burgesses. 


The borough of Egremont sent members to parliament in the 23d year of Edward |.; 
but this ancient privilege has never been restored. 


In the year 1300, Thomas de Multon and Thomas de Lucy claimed to have assize of 
bread, &c. and the chattels of felons condemned and beheaded throughout the whole 
land of Copeland; a gallows at Egremont; a market at that town on Wednesday, and a 
fair for two (fn. n4) days at Lady-day, which market and fair had been granted in 
1266. The market, which is now held on Saturday, is a large corn-market, and well 
supplied with butchers' meat and other provisions. The fair is now held on the 18th of 
September for cattle, &c. There is another fair on the third Friday in May. There are 
also certain great markets or cattle-fairs held on the market-days in the summer 
months. 


Figure 41: 
Egremont 
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n3. Quo Warranto Roll, 29 Edward lI. 
n4. The charter says three days. See Cart. 51 Hen. 3. 
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Arms of the Barons Lucy: — Gules, three fish (luces) hauriant, 
Argent. 

Baron Lucy, of Cockermouth. — Anthony de Lucy, whose 
father Thomas Multon, had assumed that name on marrying 
one of the coheiresses of Lucy of Egremont; was summoned 


to parliament 14 Edward II. Maud, aunt, and heir of Anthony Lord Lucy, who died in 
1389, settled her large inheritance upon her second husband Hugh Percy, and his 
heirs male, on condition that they should always bear the arms of Lucy quartered 
with those of Percy. This ancient barony having passed by heirs female to the 
families of Seymour and Smithson, is now possessed by his Grace the Duke of 
Northumberland. 


